Rex Nettleford

Rex Nettleford, a founding IDRC governor,
passed away on February 2, 2010, in Washington,
D.C. A renowned Jamaican scholar, social critic
and cultural icon, Professor Nettleford was
appointed to the inaugural IDRC board in 1970
and served as a governor until 1984.

Born in Trelawny Parish, Jamaica, Rex studied at
Cornwall College in Montego Bay and the
University College of the West Indies (UCWI)
before receiving a Rhodes scholarship to study
politics at the University of Oxford. He eventually
became vice-chancellor of the renamed University
of the West Indies, serving from 1998 to 2004. He
co-founded the National Dance Theatre Company
of Jamaica and played a leading role in the
organization for almost half a century. He was
also a cultural advisor to three Jamaican prime
ministers and the Caribbean Community.

In an interview commemorating IDRC’s first
decade, Rex Nettleford commented: “I believe
very strongly that, in the final analysis, it is the
capacity of the human being to act, to think, to do,
that will make anything work.”
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