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“As India strives to improve overall social and economic conditions and gender 

relations through policies such as the abolishment of dowry, increasing the legal age 

at marriage, and promoting educational opportunities for girls, serious challenges remain, 

especially in rural areas. Gender Equality and Inequality in Rural India focuses on the extent to 

which economic development has resulted in positive changes in women's empowerment and 

reproductive health, as well as in sex preference.” 
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