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Presented as an anecdotal compilation from scrawled diary notes and retrieved 

letters home, the book offers with honesty and the charm of youthful perception 

an insight into the competing currents of a new African nation seeding to find 

itself while escaping the suffocating effects of colonialism. 

Tom was a staff member of IDRC in the Human Resources Department from 1983 to 1986. 

 

Reviews: 

 

“This highly readable book is an account in anecdotal form of his first three months in Dar es 

Salaam. He describes his experiences as a self-confessed greenhorn in an environment that could 

not have been further removed from his hometown in Ontario....This book traces how a a young 

man’s experiences in Africa began to transform his attitudes; how his pre-conceived ideas were 

shattered and how he began a journey of self- discovery that changed his outlook on life---” 

 

Gloria Mawji in the magazine Tanzanian Affairs. Number 98,  2011.  
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