
Guns and Gods in My Genes: A 15,000-mile North American search through four centuries 

of history. 

 

Neill takes the reader through 400 years and 15,000 miles of an on-the-road 

adventure, discovering stories of his Scots-Irish ancestors in Canada, while 

uncovering their attitudes towards religion and guns. His adventure turns south 

and west as he follows the trail of his maternal grandfather, a Canadian preacher 

who married an American woman in Wisconsin, and braved the American Wild 

West. Much to his surprise, McKee finds his American ancestors were involved 

in every major conflict on North American soil: the Civil War, the American 

Revolution, and the French and Indian War. In the last chapters, he discovers 

and documents his Pilgrim ancestors who arrived on the Mayflower, landing at 

Plymouth in 1620, and their Puritan descendants who fought in the early Indian Wars of New 

England. …. he tracks down and tells the stories of the heroes, villains, rascals, as well as, the 

godly and ordinary folk in his genes, discovering many facts and exposing myths. He also lets 

readers in on a personal struggle: whether to apply for Canadian-United States dual citizenship or 

remain only a Canadian. 

 
I loved the stories of the life and times of my paternal grandfather, a Methodist minister, who 

ventured into the American West as far as Newcastle, Wyoming, a place with a two-story brothel 

and a sheriff who carried a gun with 20 notches on its handle. A wonderful historical 

memoir which, I believe, has universal appeal.  
Catharine Neill, Richmond, British Columbia 

 
The book can be purchased in paperback on Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Indigo-Chapters or from 

Neill’s web site.  
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