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Back to Maxwell a novel by Annick Hardie  

 

The year is 1966, and young Michèle Vallier can hardly wait to start her first 

job as the French teacher's assistant in a rural school in Scotland. With her 

brand-new green trunk in tow, she leaves France and embarks on an adventure 

that will change her life. Over the next fourteen years, against the backdrop of 

the Borders, Edinburgh, the Highlands, and the Hebrides, she will discover much more about her 

new country than the kilts and bagpipes that have fed her imagination. Through tragedy, 

miscommunication, family secrets, and an enduring love for a man and his country, she will also 

discover her identity. 

 

Packed with lovable characters and rich, sensual details, this lively novel will 

keep readers turning pages well into the night as they travel back and forth 

across the Channel, from the elegance of a French estate to the warmth of a 

Highlands kitchen on Hogmanay, discovering through the charming, spirited 

Michèle and the people she loves that the Auld Alliance between France and 

Scotland is still very much alive. 

 

One hundred percent of the proceeds will go to La Maison des Collines, a 

palliative care hospice, a project that means a lot to the Hardie Family. 

 

For copies contact Annick Hardie  

§ 

 

Second Chances (novel), Annick Hardie  

2019, ISBN 978-0-9952194-1-0 

 

“Annick’s first novel, Back to Maxwell, was featured in the Bulletin in January 

2017. The year is 1966, and young Michèle Vallier can hardly wait to start her 

first job as the French teacher’s assistant in a rural school in Scotland. With 

her brand-new green trunk in tow, she leaves France and embarks on an 

adventure that will change her life.”  
 

“Continuing the magic of Back to Maxwell, endearing friends return, and we 

are introduced to new ones. Engrossing, funny and poignant, Second Chances 

weaves a memorable story about the journeys of the human heart. A sequel to Back to Maxwell, 

this novel can also be read on its own.” 
 

Three countries, three women who have been hurt at some stage of their lives. Each of them is 

dealing with the past in a different way.…Are they all deceiving themselves? Will life grant them 

a second chance?  
 

One hundred percent of the proceeds will go to La Maison des Collines, a palliative care hospice, 

a project that means a lot to the Hardie Family. 
 

For copies contact Annick Hardie 
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