
Monuments, Power and Poverty in India: From Ashoka to the Raj 
I.B.Tauris, ISBN-13: 978-1784530877 Hardcover:  ISBN-10: 1784530875 

Paper 

 

“Much has been written about the Imperial architecture of the Indian 

subcontinent, but this is the first book to dig deeply into the extent of 

imperial extravagance set against the economic and social conditions of 

ordinary subjects. Bhalla uses an extensive collection of illustrations to 

complement this apparent paradox, assessing three Indian empires – 

Hindu, Muslim and British. From the 3rd century BC through to the end of 

British colonialism, splendid and often deliberately ostentatious buildings 

glorified the contemporary social structures. ….” 

 

‘... an important and original contribution to Indian studies at a time when it is being increasingly 

realized that multi-disciplinary approaches are needed to deepen our understanding not only of 

the past, considered as history for its own sake, important as that may be, but of the way it 

continues to shape the contemporary world we live in.’ 

 

– James Mayall, Emeritus Sir Patrick Sheehy Professor of International Relations, University of 

Cambridge 
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